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Curriculum in Criminal Justice 

FRESHMAN YEAR 
Hrs. Hrs. 

Course Credit Course Credit 
ENGL 111 (English Composition I) .......... 3 ENGL 112 (English Composition II) ......... 3 
MATH 151 (College Algebra) .................. 3 CRMJ 110 (Criminal Justice System) ....... 3 
BIOL 105 and 105L  Intro. to Biology ...... 4 MATH 232 (Finite) or 250 (Elem. Statistics) 3 
FIAR 101 or MUSC 101 .......................... 3 POLI 110 (American Government) .......... 3 
CISP 164 (Intro. to Information Processing) 3 BIOL 106 (Intro. to Biology) ................... 3 
JRDV 111 (College Survival Skills)........... 1 
JRDV 111A (Freshman Assembly) ........... 0 

----- ----- 
17 15 

SOPHOMORE YEAR 
Foreign Language 101 ........................... 3 Foreign Language 102 or CISP Elective ... 3 
CRMJ 200 (Evidence) ............................. 3 CRMJ 210 (Adjudication Function) .......... 3 
ABCP 215 (Intro. to Alcohol & Drug Abuse) 3 ENGL 260 (Prof. and Technical Writing) .. 3 
CHEM or PHYS 101 ................................ 3 PSYC 210 (General Psychology) .............. 3 
HIST 210 or 220.................................... 3 CRMJ 220 (Corrections Process) ............. 3 

 ........................................................ Course in  Minor Area ............................ 3 
 ........................................................ 

----- ----- 
18 15 

JUNIOR YEAR 
COMM 210 (Fundamentals of Public Speaking) 3 CRMJ 320 (Police Process) ..................... 3 
Philosophy Elective ................................   3 CRMJ 330 (Juvenile Justice) ................... 3 
Literature/Humanities ............................   3 General Elective .................................... 3 
CRMJ 310 (Meth. of Crim. Justice Research)  3 Course in Minor Area ............................. 3 
CRMJ 350 (Criminal Invest)  ...................   3 Course in Minor Area ............................. 3 

----- ----- 
 15  15 

SENIOR YEAR 
CRMJ 410 (Criminal Law/Procedure) ....... 3 Criminal Justice Elective ......................... 3 
CRMJ 415 (Crime and Social Causation) .. 3 General Elective .................................... 3 
Criminal Justice Elective ......................... 3 CRMJ 430 (Criminal Justice Practicum) ... 3 
Course in Minor Area ............................. 3 Course in Minor Area ............................. 3 
Course in Minor Area ............................. 3 CRMJ 492 (Sr. Seminar in Criminal Just) . 1 

----- ----- 
 15  13 

 Total:  120 Credit Hours 
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   Criminal Justice Electives (1 Criminal Justice Course Elective) 

 CRMJ 230 Environmental Crime   CRMJ 414 Independent Study 
CRMJ 340 Environmental Justice                         CRMJ 416 Criminal Justice Administration 

CRMJ 300 Concepts and Issues of Criminal Just CRMJ 417 Women and Crime 
CRMJ 302 Sentencing CRMJ 418 Juvenile Delinquency 

CRMJ 319 CJ and the Addictions or ABCP 319 
 

Suggested General Electives: 

POLI 320 Introduction to Public Administration  POLI 210 State/Local Government 
POLI 351 American Constitutional Law I   POLI 352 American Constitutional Law II 
PSYC 268 Abnormal Psychology  ECON 200 Survey of Economic Principles  
COMM 210 Communication 

 
CRIMINAL JUSTICE COURSE DESCRIPTIONS 

 
 

CRMJ 110. THE CRIMINAL JUSTICE SYSTEM    3 credit hours 
[LCCN: CCRJ 1013] This course is an overview of the Criminal Justice System; roles of law enforcement 
personnel, the courts, and correctional agencies; and the philosophical and theoretical views. This course 
is offered in the Fall and Spring during the day and evening. 
 
CRMJ 200. EVIDENCE          3 credit hours 
This course is an introduction to the rules of evidence, evidence collection, preservation, and basic crime 
scene investigations. The course also explains the laws and court decisions relating to the admissibility 
of evidence. Distinctions will also be made between the interview and interrogation methods and their 
appropriate uses. 
 
CRMJ 210. THE ADJUDICATION FUNCTION      3 credit hours 
[LCCN: CCRJ 2613] This course includes the objectives, process setting, roles, and perspectives of the 
court, prosecution, and defense. This course is offered in the Fall and Spring during the day and evening. 
(Prerequisite: CRMJ 110) 
 
CRMJ 220. CORRECTIONS PROCESS      3 credit hours 
[LCCN: CCRJ 2013] This course covers an historical view of the development of methods of offender 

treatment: operation of correctional systems; the effect of institutionalization upon individuals; and 
alternatives to incarceration. (Prerequisite: CRMJ 110) This course is offered in the Fall and Spring 
during the day and evening. 
 
CRMJ 300. CONCEPTS AND ISSUES OF CRIMINAL JUSTICE      3 credit hours 
This course includes issues relating to criminal justice policies, perspectives, techniques, roles, 
institutional arrangements, management, uses of research, and innovative patterns. (Prerequisite: CRMJ 
110) (Elective) 
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CRMJ 302. SENTENCING     3 credit hours 
This course covers theories, practice and reform of sentencing. It includes the study of the 
philosophical justifications of punishment, the history and nature of criminal sanctions, 
sentencing/parole practices, and reforms of law and practice of sentencing. (Prerequisites: CRMJ 110 
and one upper division Criminal Justice course) (Elective) 
 
CRMJ 310. CRIMINAL JUSTICE RESEARCH METHODS      3 credit hours 
This course concentrates on theories and methods of research with emphasis on research designs most 
relevant to Criminal Justice data and problems. This course is offered in the Fall and Spring during the 
day and evening. (Prerequisites: CRMJ 110) 
 
CRMJ 319. CRIMINAL JUSTICE AND THE ADDICTIONS      3 credit hours 

This course is designed to acquaint students with legal, judicial and enforcement procedures and how 
they relate to the problem of drug and alcohol use and abuse. The criminal justice perspective is 
examined from historical and contemporary points of view with the central objective to provide a 
working knowledge of how the legal system affects drug/alcohol prevention, treatment and 
rehabilitation. Special emphasis is placed on the dignity and human rights of those who have become 
dependent upon drug and alcohol. (Elective) 
 
CRMJ 320. POLICE PROCESS      3 credit hours 
This course is a critical study of the objectives, strategies, programs, institutional arrangements, roles, 
perspectives, and interagency relationships of police. This course is offered in the Fall and Spring during 
the day and evening. (Prerequisite CRMJ 110) 
 
CRMJ 330. JUVENILE JUSTICE PROCESS AND JUVENILE DELINQUENCY   3 credit hours 
[LCCN: CCRJ 2413] This course is a critical study of the objectives, strategies, programs, institutional 
arrangements, roles, perspectives, and interagency relationships of police. This course is offered in the 
Fall and Spring during the day and evening. (Prerequisite: CRMJ 110) 
 
CRMJ 350. CRIMINAL INVESTIGATION     3 credit hours 
This course provides an analytical examination of crime detection and solution. The course also covers 
topics such as crime scene procedures, physical evidence, interviews, field notes and reporting, follow-
up investigation, interrogation, as well as rules of evidence. Specific detail is given to investigations 
involving environmental crime, homicide, sex-related offense, and crimes against children, robbery, 

larceny, vehicle thefts, computer crime, arson, and drug abuse. (Prerequisite: CRMJ 110) 
 
CRMJ 360. LAW AND SOCIAL CONTROL      3 credit hours 
This course is a study of resolution of social issues through the application of law as an agent of social 
control; nature, sanctions, and limits of law; and categories of law and schools of jurisprudence. 
(Prerequisites: CRMJ 110, and one upper division Criminal Justice course) (Elective) 
 



171 COLLEGE OF ARTS AND SCIENCES 

 

CRMJ 409. ORGANIZATION AND ADMINISTRATION OF THE CRIMINAL JUSTICE SYSTEM                                                                     
             3 credit hours  
This course is a system-wide analysis of organizational structures; management and administrative 
policies of criminal justice agencies-law and schools of jurisprudence. (Prerequisite: CRMJ 110 and one 
upper division Criminal Justice course)(Elective) 
 
CRMJ 410. CRIMINAL LAW AND CRIMINAL PROCEDURE      3 credit hours 
This course includes examination of criminal liability, crimes against person, property and society; the 
criminal process; constitutional and legal problems associated with criminal procedures; and the due 
process of law. This course is offered in the Fall and Spring during the day and evening. (Prerequisites: 
CRMJ 110 and one upper division Criminal Justice course) 
 
CRMJ 411. DISCRETIONARY JUSTICE      3 credit hours 

This course examines the use of discretionary authority throughout all phases of the criminal justice 
system; and effect of discretionary authority. (Prerequisites: CRMJ 110 and one upper division Criminal 
Justice course) (Elective) 
 
CRMJ 412. SPECIAL TOPICS ON CRIMINAL JUSTICE      3 credit hours 
This course includes topics chosen from various fields of criminal justice. (Prerequisites: CRMJ 110 and 
one upper division Criminal Justice course or consent of the department chairperson) (Elective) 
 
CRMJ 413. PRO-SEMINAR      3 credit hours 
This course provides small group-study and research for advanced students. (Prerequisites: CRMJ 110 
and one upper division course or consent of the department chairperson) (Elective) 
 
CRMJ 414. INDEPENDENT STUDY         3 credit hours 
This course provides original study or investigation in the advanced student’s field of interest under the 
supervision of a faculty member; it may be repeated for credit but not more than 6 hours may be applied 
toward the major. (Prerequisites: CRMJ 110 Senior status, major GPA of 3.0 or better and consent of the 
department chairperson) (As Needed) 
 
CRMJ 415. CRIME AND SOCIAL CAUSATION    3 credits hours 
This course is an examination of theories of deviance and crime as they relate to social policies and specific 
response of the criminal justice system, including crime prevention. This course is offered in the Fall 
and Spring during the day and evening. (Prerequisites: CRMJ 310, 330 or consent of the department 

chairperson) 
 
CRMJ 416. CRIMINAL JUSTICE ADMINISTRATION    3 credit hours 
This course is a study of the administrative policies and practices used in criminal justice agencies and 
their application to the various facets of the criminal justice administrative process. (Prerequisite: CRMJ 
110, 210 and 330) (Elective) 
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CRMJ 417. WOMEN AND CRIME    3 credit hours 
This course is a study of the nature and extent of female crime, causation theories, and the treatment 
of female in the criminal justice system. (Prerequisite: CRMJ 415) (Elective) 
 
CRMJ 418. JUVENILE DELINQUENCY    3 credit hours 
This course is an in depth study of delinquency, including causation theories, alternative definitions of 
delinquency, official statistics and the critique, and an analysis of the interaction between social 
institutions and youth. (Prerequisite: CRMJ 415) (Elective) 
 
CRMJ 420. PROBATION AND PAROLE STRATEGIES    3 credit hours 
This course provides an examination of the process which an individual follows as he enters the federal, 
state or local judicial system. The strategies studied focus on the actual practices followed from the 
individual’s intake into the system until termination. (Prerequisite: CRMJ 220) (Elective) 

 
CRMJ 430. CRIMINAL JUSTICE PRACTICUM    3 credit hours 
This course provides assignments in a criminal justice agency, designed to further the student’s 
integration of theory and practice. Placements are arranged through consultation with students and 
agencies. Students must work 120 hours in their assigned placement. Students who have met the work 

hour requirements of this course will be deemed to have met the University’s community service work 

hour requirements.  This course is offered in the Fall and Spring during the day and evening. 
(Prerequisites: CRMJ 110, 310 and 410) 
 
CRMJ 492. SENIOR SEMINAR IN CRIMINAL JUSTICE (CAPSTONE)    3 credit hours 
This seminar focuses on preparing majors for standardized tests required for graduate and professional 
schools and for civil service employment. It also serves to monitor whether students have completed all 
University requirements for graduation. This course is offered in the Fall and Spring during the day and 
evening. (Formerly CRMJ 492S) 
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POLITICAL SCIENCE  
(Political Science Program has been terminated effective Spring 2006) 

 
John Penny, Ph.D., Th.D., Chair 
Office: Arts, Humanities & Social Sciences Bldg., Room 313 
Phone: (504) 284-5478 (Office) 
Email: jpenny@suno.edu  
 
Professor: George Amedee, Ph.D., Emmett Bashful Endowed Chair  
 
The principal objective of the program in Political Science is to stimulate students to attain a higher 
level of responsibility, sensitivity and awareness with respect to current political and social issues as 
well as familiarity with the policies and functions of American government at the federal, state and 

local levels. The training, which has both theoretical and practical dimensions, is designed to equip its 
graduates for gainful employment in both the public and private sectors of our society and preparing 
students for graduate and professional schools. 
 
A minor requires the successful completion of eighteen (18) semester hours in Political Science 
including POLI 110, 210 and 490. A concentration of 30 semester hours (excluding POLI 110) and 
minor of 18 hours are available through the General Studies Program. 
 
 

mailto:jpenny@suno.edu



