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royal blue and gold. Our strength and
success is evident that Southern
University at New Orleans is the place to

dream.

elcome home, SUNO
Knights! As we head
back to some normality

with life across our campus, The
SUNO Observer has the honor to
once again serve as your student
newspaper. Fall 2022 brought
many changes to our campus, from
the emergence of our Bachelor of
Science in Nursing Program, the
opening of the Southern University
at New Orleans Museum of Art
(SUNOMA), to the return of
SUNO athletics. Our
administration, faculty, staff, and
students continue to prove that we
can go anywhere from 6400
SUNO Knight Drive! Although
times were gray, as SUNO's
Knights, we retain the shine of our

By Jasmine Boskent - Editor-In Chief
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EDITORIAL

From the Desk of the Editor-In-Chief
by Jasmine M. Boskent

Hello, my fellow SUNO Knights! My name is Jasmine Boskent, the new

Editor-in-Chief for The SUNO Observer. Journalism is vital for expressing the
issues and celebrating the triumphs of SUNO faculty and students. Our
previous Editor-in-Chief, Ms. Marley Louis, asked me what I would like out
of my leadership in the coming years. At the time, I did not have a clear
answer because [ was worried | would fail my staff and, more importantly, the
students of SUNO. I felt I could never reach Ms. Louis's expectations, but this

Fall semester changed everything for me.

Working with students in the Arts & Humanities SUNO Writing Center, I have
never felt so close to this university. [ am with students on a whole new level
with The Observer by hearing the issues of SUNO's student body and taking
on the challenge to change them. Our university has much potential, but we
are far from reaching the surface, and I want us to get there. I want students to

STUDENTS. BU

have a connection with The Observer that goes far beyond SUNO bounds. The
Observer is more than a university publication. We are a strong-knit family that continuously works through the challenges
thrown our way. Only two years ago, The SUNO Observer was not active. With the hard work and determination of Mr. Adam
Falik, Ms. Malery Louis, and our staff, I have firm hopes for this publication to gain new momentum as an integral component of

our institution.

THE OBSERVER STAFF 2022-2023

The staff of The SUNO Observer is honored to manage the official student newspaper of Southern University at New Orleans. We accept the
challenge to serve all SUNO students, faculty, staff, alumni, and supporters. We take our journalism duty seriously and work hard to report
news and information that is accurate, relevant, and beneficial to our readers. We cannot do this without your input and support. WE WANT
TO HEAR YOUR FEEDBACK, OPINIONS, CAMPUS EVENTS, CAMPUS NEWS, IDEAS, AND CONTENT SUGGESTIONS!! Email us today at
sunobserver@suno.edu and let us know what you want to see in The Observer!
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The Observer is proudly under the advisement of the Office of Student Activities. We are a student publication. Although we are

THE SUNO OBSERVER -
Corrections

Facts and accuracy are our goals. As the
voice of the Southern University at New
Orleans student body, we are committed to
our job. We are committed to ensuring the
fairest, truthful and accurate accounts of
our work. In the event of an error, we will
place all corrections in this area in each
edition. Please email corrections to The

Observer at sunoobserver@suno.edu.

The Observer is written, edited, and
published by a member of the student body
of Southern University at New Orleans.

The Observer is published during SUNO's
Fall and Spring semesters. The paper is
available to students, faculty, staff, alumni,
and the general public.

The Observer's office is located on the third
floor of the University Center, Room 314.
The office is open by appointment only.

Please

email an appointment request to sunoobserver@suno.edu.

All articles and photographers are the property of The
Observer. Content of the newspaper may not be
reproduced or republished without written permission
from the Editor-In-Chief.

The Observer is the official student newspaper of Southern
University at New Orleans. However, articles, features,

pi speak outs, feedbacl ies, and
editorials, or any published content; do not reflect the
views
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an entity of the Student Government Association, we operate independently

The Observer Disclaimer & Credits

and opinions of The Observer, The Observer staff,
Southern University at New Orleans, the SUNO
Administration, SUNO University policies, or the
student body. Please email us at

sunoobserver@suno.edu with all Questions/Concerns.

Photo Credits
Jasmine Boskent, Dana Bailey, WDSU News, Fox 8
News, Suno Writing Center, SUNOMA Arts Museum,
Suno PD, Sigma Gamma Rho Sorority Inc.,
Newaorleans.com, ONE11Hotel, EverFest, Suno
Athletics, LittleLivesPPE, Son of a Saint - New Orleans,
Black Pride Nola New Orleans, ME - Motivated &
Empowered, NOPD CMRignite, Suno Counciling Center,
& Collegiate Black & Christian College
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CAMPUS NEWS

Chancellor's
Corner

his school year is off

to a great start! Over
the last school year, our students
have endured the remnants of

the pandemic and the aftermath
Photo By Southern University at of Hurricane Ida. However, they
have triumphed over it all. The
University has returned to normalcy as we are offering face-
to-face classes and activities on campus this fall. We are even
more excited as we have kicked off several new programs
this fall, including enrolling our first cohort of students in the
Bachelor of Science in Nursing program. As students have
been busy planning fall homecoming activities, excitement is
in the air. Homecoming week kicked off on October 23,
2022, with an Alumni cocktail party, followed by a host of
student and alumni activities such as the Silent Party,
bowling and game night activities, career spotlight, virtual
parties, and much more. Also, during homecoming week,
the University cut the ribbon on the Southern University at
New Orleans Museum of Art (SUNOMA) on October 27,
2022. Visitors from around the city and state took part in this
historical event. SUNOMA houses one of the country's most
prolific African American art collections, gifted to us by Dr.
William Bertrand. The week was filled with excitement as we
continued to celebrate homecoming to a sold-out crowd at the
Emmett Bashful A Southern Knight in New
Orleans Scholarship Gala and Silent Auction. Over 500
patrons gathered on the Arts and Humanities Building patio
to celebrate the event's return and raise scholarship funds for
our students. The week could not get any better with the
culminating event—the return of the Knights and Lady
Knights Basketball teams to The Castle. After a three-year
hiatus, the teams returned to compete against North America
University and Clinton College; of course, both teams won! |
look forward to the bright future of Southern University at
New Orleans. Go, Knights!

A Knight Under the Stars: The
Royal Court Shine Bright for
the 63rd Miss SUNO

by Dana Bailey

Photo By Southern University at New Orleans
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A Centennial of Greater Women,
Greater Progress

By Dana Bailey

ince November 12, 1922, Sigma

Gamma Rho Sorority, Inc. has made
many strides worldwide. Today, Sigma
Gamma Rho Sorority, Inc. celebrates its
centennial year. Members of the ‘Glorious’

Gamma Upsilon Chapter, chartered January
6, 1968, on the campus of Southern University at New Orleans, speak on what

Sigma Gamma Rho Sorority, Inc. means to them and their excitement about
celebrating 100 years of Greater Service, Greater Progress. The Observer sat
down with President of the Gamma Upsilon Chapter Daisy Taylor and Javalyn Session, Fourth Anti-
Basileus of the Epsilon Sigma Chapter and Advisor to the Glorious Gamma Upsilon chapter to discuss
what being a member of Greater Women, Greater World and the sorority's centennial means to them. Ms.
Session became a member of Sigma Gamma Rho Sorority, Inc. in the spring of 2012. When asked why she

Sorority, Inc. because after doing my research, I found it to be the perfect fit. I'm
an educator by nature. So being in an organization created by seven young
educators to address issues impacting women and their families feels like home to
me.'?ﬂdenf Daisy Taylor, who became a member Fall of 2021, also replied to
this question: "I chose Si igma Gamma Rho Sordrlty, Inc., because of what the
orgamzaﬁon brings to the lives of others. We provide 'Greater Service, Greater

chose this particulari(;"ganization, she responded, "I joined Sigma Gamma Rho

Progress'; we serve and 'are ,leadmg with vision, driven with purpose, and leading
with love." The world and the Greater Women of Sigma Gamma Rho Sorority,
Inc. celebrated 100 years of Greater Progress. Epsilon Sigma, the one and only
New Orleans Alumnae Chapter, is the fifth oldest alumnae chapter in Sigma
Gamma Rho Sorority, Inc. history. Basileus (President) Crystal Rock of the
Epsilon Sigma chapter of Sigma Gamma Rho
, replying, “Centennial is the culmination of our

ing greater service and greater progress,
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. SUNO's Writing Center Welcomes You!

CAMPUS VISIT BY
U.S. CENSUS
BUREAU DIRECTOR
ROBERT SANTOS

By Jasmine Boskent
&
Jalisa Peters
(Writing Center
Staff)

he Writing Center is a tutoring program that
assists students with writing challenges. The
ogram explicitly advises English Composition students

MONDAY, NOV. 14TH AT 2:30PM IN
THE MILLIE M. CHARLES SCHOOL
OF SOCIAL WORK AUDITORIUM

”~

d offers writing assistance for all university wide. Our
services include proofreading, optional practice
exercises, and additional writing-related help. The

¢ ation of the Writing Center is the Arts, Humanities, and Social
Sclences (AHSS) building in room 113, and the hours of operation are

HEWITTIE W'

CH‘\"

Monday thru Friday from 9 am to 4 pm. Students can make

appointments on the Southern University at New Orleans webpage. The Fall 2022

semester's primary accomplishment for the Writing Center
was seeing students' growth in writing all semester as well

as spearheading two vital recent campus visits by Louisiana
Weekly's David Baker and the United States Census Bureau
Director, Robert Santos. David Baker's visit introduced

and faculty to his personal take on local
journalism. He emphasized the importance
community and networking. Through
rnalism, he touched on the importance to
p diversity involved, the effectiveness of
elling, and adapting to the ever-

nging field of journalism. Robert Santos'
focused on the vitality of the census. He

essed the steps needed to procure accurate counts and data and
onnect in the field of statistics. In addition, he insisted on the
of inclusivity of people of all
ethnic backgrounds and
eir representation.
oject,
ow easily
ipulated in
nts
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The kiddos even had their entertainment

stage, which presented Michael Jackson New

Orleans performers, Storytime with Denise,

and the Langston Hughes Drumline.

Although the festivities were amazing to

experience with my family, I cannot help but

express my tremendous sense of community. ,

From the support of local arts and craftsmen to the appearances of elected officials,
law enforcement, and health services, every one of Orleans parish comes together to
enjoy this momentous triumph of the Gentilly area. The Gentilly fest was truly an
event that everyone should come to, as it has free entry and a special VIP pass that
includes special seating, free parking, and food and beverages. We hope to see you
Knights there in October 2023!

VOLUME 18 ISSUE 1
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What is Yet to Come: New Orleans Community & Crime

By Jasmine Boskent

he year 2022 continues to bring about controversy from abortion debates to continued mass

shootings. Although New Orleans sees its fair share of crime, it is not odd to question if the worst
is yet to come. But if that is so, what can our politicians and law enforcement do to combat this issue, and
how can citizens assist them? More importantly, how can young people change the narrative? The SUNO
Observer staff interviewed a Third District Commander and Crime Stoppers & Public Relations Officer
of NOPD to receive some insight into the world of law enforcement and the reality of crime prevention.
We began by asking: Which are the most common crimes of college campuses? One officer stated, “One
of the common issues, unfortunately, is we deal with a lot of sexual assaults, and this can be attributed to
certain social events that students attend. A lot of it is related to alcohol consumption, narcotic
consumption, that leads to someone being sexually assaulted and what we try to push more on the
campuses is if students are going to attend social activities that they would have someone with them,
similar to what a designated driver would be.” The issue of sexual assault is more common than one
would believe on college campuses. One issue is that many victims do not or cannot report the crime.
Lack of reporting is often due to the fear of the public outlook, or that their statement might be
considered false, or worse, that they may be in danger from their perpetrator again. According to
RAINN.org, “Only 310 out of every 1,000 sexual assaults are reported to police. That means more than 2
out of 3 go unreported.” On average, 20% of victims will report the crime, while 32% will not. Also,
young people ages 18-24 are at a higher risk of sexual assault since many of us go to social gatherings and
indulge in narcotics. Finally, homecoming, Bayou Classic, and holiday events are crucial times to worry
about our surroundings because many visitors are not from the Orleans area and can commit crimes
inconspicuously. So, everyone needs to stay in groups and keep an eye on each other because situations
escalate so quickly that by the time we react, it is too late. Unfortunately, the issue of sexual assault is only
one of the crimes plaguing campuses and communities. Carjacking and theft are also other increasing
problems in the New Orleans area. In the WDSU News article, “Carjackings Continue in New Orleans in
2022”, reporter Travers Mackel discussed the increase of carjacking from the beginning of the year.
Mackel wrote, “Carjackings spiked last year in New Orleans. Up more than 20% from the previous year,
there were 288 in 2021. In the first three days of 2022, there have been eight.” The rise in vehicle theft has
not only the citizens of Orleans parish concerned for their safety, but NOPD officers are trying their best
to mitigate the issue. ""Now a lot of these cars that are stolen are used in murders and shootings and drive-
bys and all sorts of other crimes, it's very disturbing," said Mike Cahn, a former New Orleans Police
Commander and security expert. The NOPD said recently that stopping this type of crime will be a
priority.” The residents of Orleans parish are hopeful that law enforcement will stick to their promise of
lowering criminal activity. But it is a team effort because, as citizens, we must take charge of our
communities and safety. As students, we feel we cannot do much because we are so young, and our
opinions seem insignificant. We must stop thinking this way to move forward as future community
leaders. So, make sure to support local organizations encouraging change by providing youth outlets, such
as Son of a Saint New Orleans, Collegiate Black and Christian New Orleans, New Orleans Black Pride

NOLA, and many more. We can create a bigger and brighter future for the Big Easy!
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We Are in Trouble, Take Courage & Vote

By George Edward Jr.

s a person in my older years, I view the
current political atmosphere as toxic and
unproductive. It is

causing citizens to 7N ] PR el
lose trust in the voting “ ."

system. Yet, I vote

because it is an option ‘

that African _

Americans in the past - .“

did not have. It is my 5

opinion that the .‘!’9‘.
present crisis of the *1‘
Black community is a -'.‘%*’

lack of respect for "‘i" ‘

each other and

building up our

neighbors to a
safer
environment.
The coming
election is
turning into a
new war for
the future of
young people
in this county,
especially in
New Orleans.
I recall New Orleans during its caste system that did

- not allow people of color to vote, and the past
generations suffered to gain their constitutional rights.
Although voting will not solve all the city's issues, it is
a tool for citizens to create a brighter future. To turn
New Orleans around, we must do our part, to not only
vote but encourage others to do the same and address
the misconceptions that affect our fellow citizens.
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ball is Back at 6400'SUNO Knight Drive
and Stronger Than Ever! :

- By Dana Bailey
ur Knights have returned to the
castle! As Southern University at
New Orleans.welcomed back athletics thls
jﬂll it is.incredible to see the outcome of \
r first games for.the Lady and Male .
Knight basketball teams. The Zulu Tramps,
alums, faculty, and students led us back to
court to V\fltness t baske}tball
omeback along with our Hbrgé‘co;;nng
Our Ladf Kplght '

ing score 0f 77 to 6
erowd was energetic as
»ladies floated up and
down the court, serving
basket after basket. But we
must thank Women’s
basketball coaches Destinie
Smith and Raven Felids for
their consistent support and
service to our Lady Knigh
The vibe was no different e
swhen our Male Knights were '
" ready to play. Our men defeated ﬁ‘?‘i e
Cl ton College with a Whopplrf’ =
| V 0 80. These back-to-back 4 &
3" ctories were a terrific endf@g’iﬂ 'S
: ourahomecomlng week g ‘

lfﬁ%bratlon, pﬁqvmg we are

ackan tter than ev

o
0
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Time, Time, Time on The Fly: Advice on

Time Management :
By Verkeese Williby
ime is everything, and we need to pay
L attention to how.we use it. Everyone
wishes to bottle some of it up.to save or wishes
for a time machine, but that is not’ h.ow time
works. When you sit back and think about your
/ .°, . life, can you say you used your time Q\-,.
eonstt;ug:l'vely" (2{ did you waste your time ' :
without even knowin.g it. In the past, I know I .
have. What changed was I orgalﬁzed the - '-,
time I had. No one can force you to d0~ F ta : ‘ - 'A.
anything that you do not want to do. When i | .
I realized that, I had a lot more time to
accomplish more things for myself. When
you use your time for others, you won't see 3 &
it instantly, but eventually, you will find out ) -
that you're taking time away from yourself :-
to reach your goals. I have been in college i y
for three years and recently turned thirty. ! :‘ 1
My degree is somethjngl have been trying to achieve for years. But I ( )
was so focused on Iﬁaking other people happy in the past that I ignored )
that goal. Then I realized that so much ‘\‘
time had passed that I may need help to 5
get my college degree. Then I told myself
to devote my free time to finishing school. ; ! '—:‘
Easier said than done, though, right? = " .
Because not only am I older, but I hav{
kids now. I am also working a job . and r
trying to maintain balance. But I focus on 4
the task and cross one bridge at a time. 4
Eventually, I will reach my goals. ] ding '
a balance between life, school, work, F
some time to relax is extremely difficult. That's why you must pay
attention and use your tlme'ﬂnsely Time is essential; everyone needs it,
and we cannot get any of it lﬂck wheE we lose it. So keep moving o
forward and stay focused on the path'to your future aspirations and let s’

~ . ‘ -

»w :

nothing stop you!
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the American Missionary Association and the Freedman's
Bureau.

Some of the most well-known African American
celebrities attended HBCUs, such as Oprah Winfrey, an
alumnus of Tenessee State University, or Spike Lee and

Every Voice and Sing." He was also a member of Phi Beta
Sigma Fraternity, Inc.

21819 wrarerurek 1ICt

We Thank All Of
Our Observer
Staff & Fellow

Knights For
Another Great
Semester!
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