
  Southern University at New 

Orleans welcomed the Thurgood 

Marshall College Fund Member 

University Professional Institute 

and Exhibition to the Crescent 

City, and we made a great show-

ing.  The conference was in New 

Orleans from March 15th to the 

17th at the Marriott Hotel. 

   SUNO had the honor of playing 

several roles during the confer-

ence.  On Monday the 16th, con-

ference attendees visited the Park 

Campus for the Thurgood Mar-

shall College Fund, Inc.’s Com-

munity Leadership Awards Re-

ception. 

   The most exciting thing was to 

see members of our faculty walk 

away with honors.  It was out-

standing to see Dr. Donna Grant 

receive the Outstanding Perform-

ance in Enrollment Services 

Award.  In addition, Dr. Lisa 

Mims-Devezin received the Dis-

tinguished Faculty Award for her 

dedication, leadership and excel-

lence in higher education. 

   Other capacities in 

which campus person-

nel served included 

delivering invocations 

for meals as well as 

two staffers serving as 

panelists for sessions. 

   The university was 

even represented in 

the form of talent 

when two of our staff 

members served as 

masters of ceremonies at three 

functions. 

   Please join me in congratulating 

those faculty and staff members 

who helped represent Southern 

University at New Orleans well 

for this great organization’s gath-

ering in New Orleans. 

   The goal of the TMCF is to be 

the premier organiza-

tion in Black Higher 

Education by helping 

to develop and pre-

pare a new generation 

of leaders by deliver-

ing resources, oppor-

tunities and advocacy 

to Public Historically 

Black Colleges & 

Universities, students 

and alumni. Since its 

inception in 1987, the 

Fund has awarded more than $50 

million in scholarships and sup-

port, enabling more than 5,000 

students to attend its over 45 

member schools.  

  SUNO welcomes Thurgood Marshall College Fund 

 Memo From the Chancellorõs Desk 
   Victor Ukpolo, Ph.D. 

SUNO meets with Delgado to rekindle articulation agreement talks;  
Student & Faculty Housing update 

SUNO and Delgado 

  Members of my staff and I met 

with Dr. Ron Wright, Chancellor 

of Delgado Community College, 

and his staff here on Monday, 

March 30th.     

   The purpose of the meeting 

was to discuss updating an ar-

ticulation agreement between 

SUNO and Delgado that was 

signed in 2003.   

   Several aspects of the new 

proposed agreement were dis-

cussed, and representatives from 

both institutions are presently 

ironing out the details.  We an-

ticipate providing full informa-

tion about the new agreement 

during a press briefing tenta-

tively scheduled for May 6, 

2009. 

 

Student & Faculty Housing  

update 

   Don Watson and Sam Bacote, 

representatives from the HBCU 

Capital Financing Program, vis-

ited with us last month to gauge 

the progress of SUNO’s Student 

& Faculty Housing complex.   

   As you will recall, SUNO gar-

nered a low-interest $44 million 

dollar loan from the program in 

order to construct the facility.  In 

spite of our best efforts to get the 

first phase of the facility ready 

for the start of the fall 2009 se-

mester, the initial slate of rooms 

won’t be available until approxi-

mately October or November of 

this year.      

   Meanwhile, an internal com-

mittee comprised of students, 

faculty and administrators, is 

working to ensure that SUNO's 
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transition from a commuter to a 

residential campus is a success. 

 

 

Sam Bucote (2nd from left) and Don 
Watson (far right) speak with a con-

tractor as Chancellor Ukpolo looks on.  

Photo by Gus Bennett, Jr. 

 



What a week! 

Many thanks to the students, faculty and staff 

who gathered to enjoy the 2009 International 

Week.  Congratulations should also be ex-

tended to those who served on the committee 

to make the week happen. 

 

From Congressman Joseph Cao’s speech to 

open the week to the culminating activities of 

the week, it was a most enjoyable experience.  

It was also enlightening for visiting students 

from McDonogh #35 and Sophie B. Wright 

to learn that the SUNO community is sea-

soned with people from various nations in-

cluding Jamaica, Iraq, Mexico, Egypt, Nige-

ria, Cameroon, India, China, Viet Nam and 

other points from around the globe. 

 

ACE appointment 

Last month I was honored with an appoint-

ment to American College of Education’s 

Commission on Effective Leadership.  Not 

only is it my honor but it is a great honor for 

SUNO to be represented on this level. 

 

The Commission on Effective Leadership 

provides guidance for the ongoing develop-

ment for the Center for Effective Leader-

ship’s programs.  It also directs new initia-

tives to foster institutional effectiveness.  The 

commission serves as a forum for member 

presidents to explore issues and share in-

sights as well as personal experiences in lead-

ership, leadership development and institu-

tional effectiveness as they advise ACE about 

its programs and direction.  To learn more 

about ACE, log on to www.ace.edu. 

 

Supporting our community 

A couple of weeks ago SUNO was repre-

sented at a most symbolic occasion.  One of 

the compromised homes in Pontchartrain 

Park was demolished to make way for new 

construction.  Television/film star and New 

Orleans native Wendell Pierce was on hand, 

and has extended his hand to SUNO in part-

nership. 

 

New to SUNO.edu 

If you have been to SUNO.edu you have 

most likely noticed changes to the home 

page.  To provide the SUNO community with 

more timely and pertinent information the 

following changes have been made: 

A rotation of images capturing more 

SUNO life. 

An events calendar link below the main 

images for university-wide functions on 

and off campus. 

A SUNO text alert system link, also 

below the main images. 

A “Give to SUNO” link to make it eas-

ier for alumni and friends to support the 

Columbia Blue and Sunset Gold. 

 

Interactive forms have been added to the 

Scholarships page as well as the Give to 

SUNO page. 

 

SUNO.edu is changing more quickly to en-

sure that the site is more user-friendly, and 

more changes are on the way. 

 

MARK YOUR CALENDARS 
April 8th  

9:30 a.m. - 1 p.m. 

BECCI Seniors Fair 

The Castle 

The School of Social Work’s BECCI  (Basic 

Elderly Crisis Counseling Intervention) Pro-

gram will hold a senior community services 

and health fair to provide seniors with infor-

mation on prescription medication, relieving 

stress, maintaining a nutritious diet and more. 

 

April 10th & 11th  

Pelican Relays track meet 

Southern Universityôs A.W. Mumford Sta-

dium 

The Knights and Lady Knights compete to 

qualify for the NAIA outdoor national cham-

pionships. 

 

April 13th - 17th 

National Library Week 

Lake Campus 

Join the staff of the Leonard Washington 

Memorial Library as they celebrate the many 

resources available to students, faculty and 

staff.  To view all of the events, access the 

SUNO Events Calendar at SUNO.edu. 

 

April 15th  

11 a.m. - 1 p.m. 

Honors and Awards Day 

The Castle 

Join us as we recognize the accomplishments 

of our students. 

 

April 17th  

7 p.m. - 10 p.m. 

ñShow Your Love for SUNOò Gala 

The Crystal Palace 

10020 Chef Menteur Hwy. 

Join the SUNO Alumni Association for a 

night of music and fun as we celebrate the 

50th anniversary of the opening of SUNO.  

For tickets call Dr. Brenda Jackson at ext. 

5274 or Mrs. Gloria Moultrie at ext. 5342. 

 

April 18th  

11:30 a.m. 

LSU Alumni Gold track meet 

Bernie Moore Stadium 

SUNO Track & Field continues to qualify for 

the NAIA national championships. 

 

April 20th  24th 

Administrative Professionals Week 

Check the SUNO.edu Events Calendar the 

weekôs events 

Join the Clerical Professionals Organization 

in a week to thank those who make our of-

fices run smoothly. 

 

April 22nd  

11 a.m. - 1 p.m. 

Faculty & Staff Awards 

Check the SUNO.edu Events Calendar for 

location 

Recognize the achievements of SUNO’s 

faculty and staff on this special day. 

 

April 22nd  

11:30 a.m. - 2 p.m. 

Health & Wellness Fair 

Lake Campus Tent 

Take time to learn more about the importance 

of health and wellness by taking advantage of 

free tests and screenings.  Also enjoy music 

and food! 

 

A FEW THINGS TO REMEMBER 

 Memo From the Chancellorõs Desk 
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