
   November presented two sig-

nificant learning opportunities for 

the SUNO community.  We were 

honored to have been visited by 

two members of President Barack 

Obamaôs administration two days 

in a row. 

   On November 

18th Lisa Jackson, 

Administrator of 

the Environmental 

Protection Agency 

and New Orleans 

native, visited 

SUNO to conduct a 

roundtable discus-

sion with a group 

of biology students 

and faculty.  Not 

only were we en-

couraged by Ad-

ministrator Jack-

sonôs effort to visit 

SUNO, but our students were 

pleased about her conversation 

with them. 

   Administrator Jackson did not 

just sit and listen.  She provided 

feedback to the students about 

their projects.  Afterwards stu-

dents commented that they were 

impressed that someone as high 

up as the administrator cares.  In 

her comments to the room, Ad-

ministrator Jackson en-

couraged environmental-

ism.   

   I would like to com-

mend our students, in 

particular.  The students 

who discussed their pro-

jects with Administrator 

Jackson did an out-

standing job with their 

presentations.  They truly 

represented Southern 

University at New Or-

leans well. 

   The following day, on 

November 19th, Ambas-

sador Johnnie Carson 

visited campus.  Ambassador 

Carson conducted a colloquium 

on international relations and 

opportunities, particularly infor-

mation about Africa.  He serves as 

Assistant Secretary of State for 

the Bureau of African Affairs.  

The lecture was sponsored by the 

College of Business and Public 

Administration. 

   The information that Ambassa-

dor Carson gave was most infor-

mative.  Not only did he talk 

about the state of affairs in vari-

ous African countries but he also 

gave those in attendance a 

ñsnapshotò of President Obamaôs 

plan to improve relations with 

African nations. 

   After the event, Ambassador 

Carson took questions from the 

audience.  Not only was he gra-

cious enough to conduct his Q&A 

from the podium, but he spent a 

significant amount of time taking 

questions one-on-one from audi-

ence members afterwards. 

University welcomes EPA Administrator Lisa Jackson and  

Ambassador Johnnie Carson to campus 

Tucker Commission Update 

   The Tucker Commission, 

which was formed earlier this year 

to study and make recommenda-

tions regarding the immediate and 

long range future of higher educa-

tion in Louisiana, has met twice 

and will reconvene again in Baton 

Rouge on Monday, December 14th 

and Tuesday, December 15th.   

   It must report its findings and 

recommendations at least 45 days 

prior to the 2010 legislative ses-

sion, which begins March 29.  I 

will share pertinent developments of the Tucker Commission with 

you, but I urge you to monitor developments on your own as well. 
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EPA Administrator Lisa Jackson discusses the environment 

with SUNO students and faculty during her visit to New Or-

leans.  Photo by Eddie Francis. 

Ambassador Johnnie Carson with College of Business & 

Public Administration Dean Igwe Udeh, Ph.D. and Chan-

cellor Victor Ukpolo, Ph.D.  Photo by Eddie Francis. 



#1 IN CAMPUS SAFETY! 

   We all play a role in campus 

safety, so I congratulate the en-

tire Southern University at New 

Orleans family, namely the 

SUNO Police Department, for 

being ranked #1 in campus 

safety with a 98.2 safety rating 

among Louisiana colleges and 

universities.  The findings were 

released by StateUniversity.com 

in their Safest Schools report.  

SUNO was informed of its rank-

ing on November 30th. 

   As seen at http://www.stateuniversity.com/

rank_by_state/safety_score_rank/LA.html, 

we recorded .38 burglaries and 2.27 larceny-

theft incidents per 1,000 students.  According 

to StateUniversity.com ñcolleges and univer-

sities ranked for campus safety on a scale that 

accounts for severity of a crime as well as 

frequency of crime.ò  The site also lists 

SUNO #20 in the nation (http://

www.stateuniversity.com/rank/

safety_score_rank.html), the highest ranked 

Louisiana institution and the highest ranked 

HBCU in America. 

   StateUniversity.comôs founder, Dominik 

Mazur, states in the organizationôs Decem-

ber 1st release, ñStudent safety and campus 

crime are sometimes overlooked during the 

college evaluation process. We believe it is 

important for students to be aware of crime 

on campus and in the surrounding commu-

nity."  StateUniversity.com is ñthe leading 

website for college informationò according 

to the organization. 

   We are certainly honored to be recognized 

for something as important as campus 

safety.  All over the country parents and 

prospective college students want to know 

that any college campus will provide a safe 

learning environment.  This speaks volumes 

of the respect that our students and others in 

the SUNO community have for their peers 

and their campus. 

        

ELEVATORS OPERATIONAL!  

   I am pleased to report that elevators are 

working in the Multi-Purpose, New Science, 

Brown and Administration buildings.  

Thanks very much for your pa-

tience and cooperation while the 

work was being conducted.  

Within the coming weeks, more 

visible work on the buildings 

should be completed.  We will 

keep you abreast of the progress. 

 

BAYOU CLASSIC ó09 

   Hundreds of SUNO supporters, including 

members of the Southern University System 

Board of Supervisors, students, faculty, staff 

and alumni, attended the Thank-You Break-

fast held Saturday, November 28th at the 

Sheraton Hotel.  It was our way of thanking 

everyone for their continued belief and hard 

work in helping us to uphold the mission of 

SUNO.  Later that evening after the State 

Farm Bayou Classic, several supporters at-

tended a reception in the Chancellorôs Suite 

at the Marriot Hotel.  Thanks to everyone 

who helped make both of these events a suc-

cess. 

 

KUDOS TO SUNO CROSS COUNTRY 

   Congratulations to SUNO Cross Countryôs 

Monicah Jepkemboi who was named to the 

all-conference cross country team for the 

Gulf Coast Athletic Con-

ference after placing 8th in 

the GCAC Championships 

on November 7th in Clin-

ton, Mississippi. 

   Jepkemboi finished the 

5,000 meter race with a 

time of 21:21.34, earning 

8 points for the Lady 

Knights.  She is a freshman biology major 

and a native of Kapsabet, Kenya.  Congratu-

lations also to freshman Trudy-Ann Williams 

who placed 15th in the field of 44 runners.  

Ms. Williams is a native of Trout Hall Clar-

endon, Jamaica. 

 

DATES TO REMEMBER  

Dec. 5th at 5:00 pm 

SUNO vs. Philander Smith College (Men) 

The Castle 

 

Dec. 6th at 2:00 pm 

SUNO at Huntingdon College (Women) 

Montgomery, AL 

 

Dec. 8th at 7:00 pm 

SUNO at Nicholls State (Men) 

Thibodaux, LA 

NOTE:  Exhibition game 

 

Dec. 12th & 13th 

SUNO at Wiley College Tournament 

(Men) 

Marshall, TX  

 

Dec. 15th & 16th, 11 am to 12 pm & 2 pm 

to 3 pm 

ñPromoting Your On-Campus Eventò 

Multipurpose 214 

 

Dec. 17th at 5:00 pm 

Economic Urban Tourism Christmas 

Social & Silent Auction 

Park Campus Cafeteria 

 

Dec. 22nd at 7:00 pm 

SUNO at McNeese State (Men) 

Lake Charles, LA 

NOTE:  Exhibition game 

 

A FEW THINGS TO REMEMBER 
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Early morning party-goers work off breakfast while BRW performs 

at the annual Thank You Breakfast at the Sheraton.  Photo by Eddie 

Francis. 

Crystal Anderson takes a ride on the 

Administration Building elevator.  

Photo by Eddie Francis. 
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