
   We are pleased to announce that 

Southern University at New Or-

leans has received $1.75 million 

from the National Science Foun-

dation (NSF) for the next five 

years for its Enhancement, En-

richment and Excellence in 

Mathematics and Science grant.   

   We thank Senator Mary Lan-

drieu, Jefferson Parish Public 

School System Superintendent Dr. 

Diane Roussel and Superintendent 

Darryl Kilbert of New Orleans 

Public Schools for submitting 

letters to the NSF in support of 

our proposal. 

   This funding will allow us to 

increase scholarship offerings for 

incoming freshmen, and greatly 

enhance our math and science 

summer enrichment program 

that's attended by high school 

students from the region.  Interest 

in the summer program also comes 

from students outside of this re-

gion, and now SUNO will be able 

to accommodate them thanks to 

having student housing, which will 

be available in January. 

   The grant will enable SUNO to 

continue to strengthen its under-

graduate recruitment and retention 

activities in mathematics and sci-

ence by: 

1. Improving the quality of in-

coming high school students 

through the Summer Enrichment 

Program. 

2. Developing high school 

mathematics and science teachers 

through content enhancement 

workshops. 

3. Improving the quality of un-

dergraduates through scholarships, 

learning center support, research 

mentoring, placement in summer 

internships and GRE preparation. 

4. Implementing aggressive 

faculty development through peer 

mentoring, seed grant award for 

research development and spon-

sorship to HBCU research consor-

tium workshop. 

   The expected project outcomes 

include: 

Increased Science, Technol-

ogy, Engineering and Math 

(STEM) graduation. 

Increased faculty participa-

tion in research, publications and 

grant-writing. 

Enhanced quality of under-

graduate research experiences. 

Strengthened partnerships 

with academic institutions and 

research labs. 
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A good time had by all at BASH IV  

   I would like to personally thank 

everyone for their support of 

BASH IV celebrating SUNOôs 50th 

Anniversary held Friday, Septem-

ber 16th at the Hilton New Orleans 

Riverside Hotel.  It was a festive 

evening, filled with great entertain-

ment and heartwarming reflections 

on the fifty-year history of the in-

stitution.  Thanks as well to the 

various sponsors who supported the 

event. 

   Special thanks to the committee 

and chairs of the event.  SUNO was 

fortunate to have three alumni, 

Keith McKendall, Yvonne Green 

and Dr. Garland 

Green, help steer an 

event which attracted 

over 400 attendees.  

And I would be remiss 

if I did not acknowl-

edge the great enter-

tainment we received 

from Stephanie Jordan 

and BRW. 

  Many thanks to the 

Southern University at 

New Orleans Founda-

tion, and we certainly 

look forward to the 

next BASH. 
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Dr. Garland Green, one of the honorary chairs of 

THE BASH IV, acknowledges chancellors of SUNO 

including (left) Drs. Joseph Bouie and Emmett Bash-

ful.  Photo by Gwen Lewis 



Increased use of technology in teaching 

and research in all STEM disciplines. 

Increased numbers of STEM students 

completing the path from high school 

through college to graduate school. 

   We congratulate the leadership team for 

this grant, Drs. Joe Omojola, Murty Kamb-

hampati and Carl P. Johnson, all of the De-

partment of Natural Sciences in the College 

of Arts & Sciences.  The members of this 

team have proven to be highly effective in 

mentoring students in math and science. 

   You may remember that in 2007, Dr. Omo-

jola received the 2006 Presidential Award for 

Excellence in Science, Mathematics, and 

Engineering Mentoring from the National 

Science Foundation at the White House.  Dr. 

Omojola has used the funds to hold his Gate-

way to Excellence in Math and Science sum-

mer camp for elementary school students. 

   In 2008, Dr. Kambhampati received the 

National Role Model Faculty Award and then

-student Carmen Maldonado received the 

National Role Model Student Award from 

Minority Access, Inc. in Arlington, Virginia.  

Maldonado graduated summa cum laude 

from SUNO in 2009, and is pursuing her 

Master of Science in Epidemiology. 

   Another product of SUNOôs math and sci-

ence mentoring, Jeffrey Ambrose, placed first 

at the annual HBCU Undergraduate Program 

National Research Conference in Atlanta, 

Georgia in 2008.  Ambrose, who won a cash 

award for his Plant Biology Oral Presentation 

on Ecology/Environmental Science, is pursu-

ing his Ph.D. in Biomedical Engineering. 

   SUNO currently has nineteen Scholarships 

for Excellence in Natural Sciences recipients. 
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  Volleyball takes court  

   For the first time, the SUNO family will get 

to enjoy volleyball in The Castle.  The team 

began the season on August 29th against 

Judson College in Marion, Alabama, and will 

play into November. 

   We were pleased to have a very excited 

crowd at the first home game against Spring 

Hill College on September 4th.  The team is 

coached by Wendy Magee, who is in her first 

season as a head coach. 

   We urge you to come out to support the 

Lady Knights as the season goes on.  

  University gets additional funds from Homeland Security and 
campus shuttles from FEMA  

   I think many of us will agree that the University Conference was quite different this semester.  

On August 17th we received a very special visit from Department of Homeland Security Secre-

tary Janet Napolitano.   It was then that we were pleasantly surprised to learn that SUNO would  

receive more than $32 million in funding for the rebuilding of four of our Park Campus build-

ingsðBrown Hall (Old Science), New Science, the Multipurpose Building and Clark Hall 

(Education). 

   Secretary Napolitano was accompanied by FEMA Administrator Craig Fugate, Federal Coordi-

nator for Gulf Coast Rebuilding Janet Woodka and FEMAôs Louisiana Transitional Recovery 

Office Director Tony Russell.  After she addressed the media in a press conference in the Mainte-

nance Building.  With the combination of the news and the press we received, it was a very good 

day for SUNO. 

  As a result of the visit, a New Academic Buildings Usage Committee chaired by Dr. David 

Adegboye, Interim Vice Chancellor for Academic Affairs, has been created.  Members of this 

committee, comprised of faculty and academic deans, will assist with identifying how the four 

rebuilt structures will be used programmatically. 

   And the news has gotten better for SUNO.  Two weeks ago, FEMA approved the purchase of 

two new shuttle buses for the campus.  These buses will be used to transport students and faculty 

between the Park and Lake Campuses, and we project that the purchasing process will be finished 

with eight to twelve weeks.  

U.S. Homeland Security Secretary Janet Napolitano receives a plaque from Dr. Ukpolo and SGA represen-

tative Darryl Phillips.  Also pictured are (l. to r.) U.S. Congressman Anh ñJosephò Cao, Executive Director 

of the Louisiana Recovery Authority Paul Rainwater, SUS Board of Supervisors Chairman Tony Clayton, 

SUS Interim President Dr. Kassie Freeman, SUS Board Member Warren ñChipò Forstall, SUS Board 

Member Walter Guidry, Vice Chancellor for Community Outreach/University Advancement Gloria B. 

Moultrie and  Director of the Governorôs Office of Homeland Security and Emergency Preparedness Mark 

Cooper.  Photo by Eddie Francis 

http://www.webwire.com/ViewPressRel.asp?aId=101638#


   I am pleased to report that things are on track 

with the rebuilding of our campus and plans for 

the construction of new buildings.  As you can 

see, our first-ever student housing facility is 

shaping up greatly.  We still project that it will be 

available for partial usage in January 2010.  The 

Internet Technology Building should be com-

pleted by August 2010.   

   Groundbreaking for the College of Business & 

Public Administration Building is scheduled to 

happen in February 2011.  Within the next sev-

eral weeks, painting on several buildings and the 

installation of additional campus and security 

lighting should be completed. 
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  Lake Campus development 
  African Cultural Connections at the  

New Orleans African -American Museum 

   The Center for African and African-American Studies and the New Orleans African-

American Museum of Art, Culture and History (NOAAM) have begun a curriculum-based 

exhibit entitled "African Cultural Connectionsò.  The exhibit started with a beautiful reception 

September 25th at NOAAM, and the exhibit will conclude January 2, 2010.   

   The exhibit focuses on African contributions to New Orleans, Louisiana and the nation.  It 

contains SUNO and NOAAM artifacts from the collections of Drs. William and Jane Bertrand 

Collection and the Dr. Robert Bernard Gex collection.  There are planned lectures focusing on 

the use of textiles, African art, and African retentions in America and African and African 

American cultural views on education.  Scheduled programs and seminars provide a vehicle 

for telling a historical account of cultural progression throughout the African Diaspora. 

   As you know, SUNOôs collection was compromised by waters from Hurricanes Katrina and 

Rita.  As a result, the collection was remediated and relocated to a storage facility located in a 

strip mall at 3037 East Causeway Approach in the Mandeville Square Shopping Center.  Be-

cause of the efforts of university personnel and assistance from the Federal Emergency Man-

agement Agency, the Getty Foundation, the Smithsonian Institute, Nationwide AIC Conserva-

tion Services, over $1 million of artifacts were rescued from standing water in the Leonard 

Washington Memorial Library and later preserved. 

   SUNOôs collection has gained local and national media attention, and this exhibit is no dif-

ferent.  The exhibit has been covered by the Times-Picayune, the ñInside the SU Systemò 

radio show as well as news outlets from Phoenix, Arizona and Syracuse, New York. 

RIGHT:  Linda Hill, Curator and Archivist for the Collection at Southern University at New Orleans, 

poses with Executive Director of the New Orleans African-American Museum of Art, Culture and 

History, John Hainken at the reception for ñAfrican Cultural Connectionsò.  Photo by Eddie Francis 

LEFT:  Secretary Napolitano addresses the 

media as (l. to r.) Coordinator of Gulf Coast 

Rebuilding Janet Woodka, FEMA Adminis-

trator Craig Fugate and Dr. Ukpolo look 

on.  Photo by Eddie Francis 


