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SUNO Community Outreach/University Advancement

SUNO HIGHLIGHTS 2007-2008

SUMMER 2008

Weather holds for Student & Faculty Housing Ground Breaking

On June 26th many begged Mother
Nature to hold her peace for only 30
minutes—and she did. Under cloudy
skies and gentle sprinkles of rain the
SUNO family enjoyed the ground
breaking for the University’s first-ever
residential facility—SUNO Student &
Faculty Housing.

Held under The Tent on the grounds
behind the temporary Lake Campus,
students, faculty, staff and administra-
tors proudly witnessed history. Chan-
cellor Victor Ukpolo, Ph.D. was joined
by Southern University System (SUS)
President Ralph Slaughter, Ph.D., SUS
Board Chair Myron Lawson, SUS
Board Vice Chair Lea Polk Montgom-
ery (‘91), SGA President Aaron De-
Gruy, SGA Vice President Paris
Hatcher, Miss SUNO Jakia Clay, a host
of elected officials, including State
Representative J. P. Morrell, and other
supporters for the ceremony.

SUNO graduate and Southern Uni-
versity System Board of Supervisors
Vice Chair Lea Polk Montgomery para-
phrased the Times-Picayune which
noted that SUNO is the last four-year
institution in Louisiana to receive resi-
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Breaking ground and making history: SUNO SGA President, Aaron De-
Gruy; SUS Board Chair, Myron Lawson; Chancellor Victor Ukpolo,
Ph.D.; Miss SUNO Jakia Clay; and SUS President Ralph Slaughter, Ph.D.

dential facilities. ‘“People should also
know that the last shall be first,” said
Mrs. Montgomery to cheers.

SUNO Student & Faculty Housing

will be a 700-bed facility which will
be completed in phases. Phase | is
expected to be complete by fall 2009
with the final phase finishing up in
fall 2010.

Rendering of a build-
ing of SUNO'’s Student
& Faculty Housing.
Courtesy of Verges-
Rome Architects.

Lea Polk Montgomery (‘91),
Vice Chair of the SUS Board
of Supervisors addresses the
audience as former SUS
Board Member Johnny Jo-
seph, SUS Board Member
Warren “Chip” Forstall,
Esq. and State Representa-
tive J. P. Morrell (District
98) look on.
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BASH Ill A NIGHT TO REMEMBER
SUNO?’s third installment of There was obviously delicious ments to the audience stole the show. “I taught school for 53

the BASH fundraiser made beau-
tiful music on the night of June
26th. The Southern University
at New Orleans Foundation
hosted The BASH I11 at the Hil-
ton New Orleans Riverside. It
was the first BASH since Hurri-
cane Katrina, collecting funds
for scholarships as well as en-
dowments.

This year’s BASH honored
longtime SUNO music instructor
Edward “Kidd” Jordan with
SUNO alumni Madlyn Bagneris,
Audrey Hampton and Frank
William serving as co-chairs of
the event. The music was pre-
dictably great with such luminar-
ies as Germaine Bazzle and the
Jordan family of musicians
(Marlon, Stephanie, Kent and
Rachel) performing as a tribute
to their father.

The night was seasoned with
almost everything for the senses.
A silent auction rich with art
work and other worthy gifts ran
throughout the night. Art work
donated included pieces by
SUNO alums and staffers Char-
lie Johnson and Gus Bennett, Jr.

Faces of SUNO: Kidd Jordan and
Chancellor Emeritus Dr. Emmett
W. Bashful share a moment at The
BASH Il

food and party-goers were also
treated to an impromptu jam
session by some of Jordan’s
students at the end of the pro-
gram.

Most memorable was the
reunion of Jordan’s Improvisa-
tional Arts Ensemble. Band
members Alvin Fielder, Lon-
don Branch and Clyde Kerr
gathered at the podium to ex-
press their pleasure that the
virtuoso’s contribution to the
music world had finally been
recognized. After their com-
ments the band gathered on
stage to perform.

As expected, Jordan’s com-

With a clamorous group on hand to
enjoy the night, Jordan stood at the
podium in silence, waiting for the eve-
ryone to quiet themselves. He re-
sponded to the audience by standing in
silence in the way of an old wise
teacher.

years so | can stand here
all night,” he quipped.

Jordan spoke with his
characteristic humility
thanking everyone who
helped him form his ca-
reer, including his former
instructors as well as his
family, namely his wife
Edvidge Chatters Jordan.

Appreciation from the Board:
Kidd Jordan receives an
award of appreciation from
SUS Board Member Richard
Caiton as Dr. Ralph Slaugh-
ter and Chairman Myron
Lawson look on.

THREE PROGRAMS REINSTATED

After a conspicuous absence
from the SUNO landscape,
three critical academic pro-
grams have returned to the Uni-
versity. In May the Board of
Regents and SUNO reinstated
majors in English, Mathematics
and History. The programs will
return to the program for the fall
2008 semester.

The reinstatement of the pro-
grams is more than welcomed
after the University lost twenty

majors. Says Chancellor Victor
Ukpolo, “Getting all of the pro-
grams returned to our roster of
academic offerings is of para-
mount importance.”

He continues, “This initial
step with these three programs
signifies our commitment to-
ward accomplishing this goal.
It also speaks well in terms of
SUNO’s full recovery, which
continues to move forward.”

The Board of Regents’ vote to
restore the programs was unani-
mous. Not only did the board
vote to reinstate the three pro-
grams but they also approved the
construction of a building on the
Lake Campus for the College of
Business and Public Administra-
tion. The Master Plan for
SUNO’s Park and Lake Cam-
puses can be viewed online at
WWww.suno.edu.

2007-2008 SEES ANOTHER ENROLLMENT INCREASE

SUNO continued to improve
its enrollment in the 2007-2008
posting impressive growth. The
University went into the fall
2007 semester with a student
population of 2,642 and fol-
lowed up with an impressive
boost to 2,847 students for the
spring of 2008.

Still fighting to reach the pre-
Katrina enrollment of 3,651
several the SUNO family gath-
ered itself enough to continue

growth. The plan hinged on an
aggressive approach to recruit-
ing new freshmen. Recruiter
Shannon Jones comments that
the staff placed more personal
phone calls to students who had
filled out SUNO applications as
a part of the effort.

When asked about the plan for
fall 2008, Director of Admis-
sions, Recruiting & Retention
Renée Gill-Pratt comments,

“Realizing that we’re in a more
competitive market, we’ve ex-
panded our recruiting territory
and we’ve started contacting
counselors about our next Coun-
selor’s Luncheon and Open
House in the fall as a part of our
efforts.”

Last year’s Counselor’s Lunch-
eon attracted over 40 counselors
from the area, a 50% increase
from the ‘06-’07 luncheon.
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SUNO PROFESSOR WINS NATIONAL SCIENCE
FOUNDATION HONOR

Courtesy of the
National Science Foundation

Dr. Joe Omojola, Professor of
Math and Physics at SUNO,
paid a visit to the White House
in November to receive a na-
tional honor. It was there that

he received the 2006 Presiden-
tial Award for Excellence in
Physics, Mathematics and En-
gineering Mentoring. He was
one of eleven recipients from
around the nation.

Dr. Omojola has become a
beloved figure on SUNO’s
campus because of his commit-
ment to helping advance math
and science students. He has
been most active in developing
students through both the Lou-
isiana Alliance for Minority
Participation (LAMP) and the
Program for Excellence in Sci-
ence, Mathematics and Com-
puter Technology (PESMaCT).

Dr. Omojola has been teach-
ing at SUNO since 1998, hav-
ing brought experience from all
over the world. He received his
bachelor of science in engineer-
ing physics from the University
of Nigeria, his master’s in nu-
clear engineering from the Uni-
versity of Wisconsin-Madison
and his Ph.D. in nuclear engi-
neering from the University of
Arizona in Tuscon.

Included in the award was a
$10,000 grant. Dr. Omojola
elected to use part of his grant
to start his Math and Science
Kamp for Beginners which ran
on campus from the end of June
to the beginning of July 2008.

RECOVERY GETS END-OF-YEAR SPARK

SUNO is going home. After
what seemed to be endless ne-
gotiations between the Louisi-
ana Office of Facility Planning
and Control (FPC) and the Fed-
eral Emergency Management
Agency (FEMA), SUNO has
been assured that at least most
of its buildings would be occu-
pied by August of 2008.

The year was filled with
meetings, conference calls and
constant trips to the State Capi-
tol for the SUNO family. The
year also included an aggres-
sive public relations push to tell
the University’s story through
the media.

As Southern Louisiana com-
memorated the second anniver-
saries of the storms of 2005,
SUNO watched negotiations
between the State and FEMA
like a tennis match spectator.
The process seemed to move a
little quicker when legislators
showed concern about the slow

pace of recovery. Two actions
by legislators proved to be dif-
ference makers.

On March 24th three legisla-
tors headed a meeting on cam-
pus to address the issue. State
Senator Derrick Shepherd,
State Representative J. P.
Morrell and State Representa-
tive Austin Badon, who is also
a SUNO employee, called a
meeting of major stakeholders
in the recovery process. The
meeting included representa-
tives from FPC, FEMA and the
Louisiana Recovery Authority.

A bill also served to be a
major motivator. State Repre-
sentative Karen Carter Peterson
authored House Bill 961 which
would create the SUNO Re-
building Fund. The fund would
be a special fund in the state
treasury, allowing for $30 mil-
lion to be take from Louisiana’s
2007-2008 surplus and used for
recovery of the Park Campus.

The creation of HB 961 af-
forded the University an oppor-
tunity to interact with the legis-
lature more consistently. In the
chambers of the State Capitol
SUNO faithful called political
leaders’ attention to SUNO’s
value to the New Orleans com-
munity in particular. The series
of meetings and visits to Baton
Rouge served as drivers for an
accelerated recovery.

In May, Park Campus build-
ings filled with workers doing
what students, administrators,
faculty, staff, alumni and sup-
porters had been waiting for—
clean-up. What started as a
school year of continued frus-
tration over empty buildings
became a year ending with
scores of recovery workers
serving as rays of hope.
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Knight Vision

SUNO Alumni on the Move

ARLANDA WI LLI AMS
Williams is a rising star in Louisiana
leadership. In March ‘08 she was
elected to the Terrebonne Parish
Council and became the vice chair.
Williams also serves as secretary of the
Louisiana Democratic Party as well as
the president of the Louisiana Police
Jury Association’s Black Caucus, the
youngest to preside over the caucus.

DAVI D C. PERKI NS
In December ‘07 Mr. Perkins was
appointed by Governor Bobby Jindal to
the post of Undersecretary of the state’s
Department of Veterans Affairs.

JEFFREY MAY ' 95
The former Executive Director of the
Greater New Orleans Fair Housing
Action Center was appointed as the
Assistant Director of National
Neighbors, a program of the National
Community Reinvestment Coalition in
June ‘08.

DR.
Building her reputation as a passionate
advocate for youth wellness, Dr.
Triplett became the Chief Operating
Officer of the Capital One-UNO
Charter School Network in May ‘08
after serving as the Director of the
Thomas E. Chambers Counseling
Center at Our Lady of Holy Cross
College.

LARRY BARABI NO
Dedicated to youth recreation and
development in rebuilding New
Orleans, Mr. Barabino was appointed
as the Director of the New Orleans
Recreational Department in February
‘07.

Barabino

CHAUN HENRY * 00,
In June ‘08 Ms. Henry earned the title
of Director of Guidance & Personal
Resource Liaison of St. Augustine
High School.

‘g
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WORTH A THOUSAND WORDS ... THE YEAR IN PICTURES

A visit from a legend: American
literary legend Amiri Baraka visits
Showing some Love: SU alumnus and NBA Hall of Famer SUNO during Black History Month

Bob “Butterbean” Love poses with the SUNO men’s basketball ) ; i\ ; 2008.
. That ' s Gloria B. Maulrie, Vice Chancellor of Communit;
team at Homecoming 2007. (October 2007) b Y

Outreach/University Advancement; Dr. Gerald Williams, Vice Chan-
cellor of Administration & Finance; and Dr. Victor Ukpolo receive
the key to SUNO’s Health & Physical Education Building, the first
Park Campus building to open post-Katrina. (January 2008)

I,

"

DOCTAH!: Nationally syndicated radio personality Tom  The Greater good: Dino Pasternostro of Greater Discussion on leadership: Fellows from the American
Joyner receives an honorary doctorate at the 2008 Com- New Orleans, Inc. presents Dr. Victor Ukpolo with a College of Education visit campus to share leadership notes
mencement. Also pictured are Southern University Sys- donation check. (June 2008) with SUNO administrators. (February 2008)

tem Board Chairman Myron Lawson and SUS President
Dr. Ralph Slaughter. (May 2008)

Culture club: A SUNO student (2nd from right)
enjoys African dance during the University’s Kwan-
zaa celebration. (November 2007)

o)

e \viorkeraurédmove dam-
aged contents from the Multipurpose
Building. (June 2008)

Mo v e

A BASH to remember: SUNO alumni and co-chairs of
The BASH I11, Madlyn Bagneris, Frank Williams and
Audrey Hampton take a moment with Gloria B. Moultrie
(left) at the fundraiser. (June 2008)




